
Joseph Edward Brazeau. (1812-1871) 

 
Joseph Brazeau was born on March 10, 1812 at St. Louis. He married Marguerite Brabant 

the daughter of Metis leader Augustin Brabant and his wife Angelique Lucier, circa 1845 

at Edmonton. Joseph Edward Brazeau was clerk and postmaster for the HBC at Fort 

Edmonton, Jasper House and Rocky Mountain House. He was of Spanish-French-Indian 

origin, and he spoke nine languages. He was very helpful to the Palliser Expedition as 

their interpreter. 

In February, 1859, Captain John Palliser recorded these notes as his expedition included a 

visit with the chief trader at Rocky Mountain House: 

"Mr. [Joseph] Brazeau had been for many years in the American fur trade; was a 

wonderful Indian linguist, and spoke Stoney, Sioux, Salteau, Cree, Blackfoot, and 

Crow, - six languages, five of which are totally distinct from one another. Being of 

an old Spanish family, and educated in the United States, he also spoke English, 

French, and Spanish fluently." 

 

 

 
 
 



Braszeau’s son, John Horace Nelson Brazeau was a scout, guide and interpreter for the 

North West Mounted Police at both Fort Saskatchewan and Calgary. John was born at 

Fort Assiniboine in 1850. 
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